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178-10003-10016 e W 30 August 1962
5 MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
; SUEJETT:  Minutes of HMe=ting of the Special Group, 30 August 1962
H ' : ,
§; PeZSEqr. Gun ral Taylor, Mr, Johnson, Mz, Gilpstric, General Carter,
f} General Leunitzer, and Hr. Bundy
3 ' '
§§ Colonel Steakley was present for Items 1 -3,
i ' U
& Kr, "~ford Herbert was present for Items 4-6, o Y
it | ' : [3
- . - =
¢ \ >,
k i. Reconnaissance @ Y
* A, oD Perlpheral Fliuhts
1 _ .
E The peripheral flights were approved as presented. It was
§ roted that LOLLY wculd-involve orly a single sircraft as opposed to
§ the previous two plzne flights in this area. As to LUCITIE and MICHELE,
£ ic was jointed out that these flights would not he flown uhile the
¢ Soviet niclear test prohibited zone was still In effect. In reaponse
g to a Jucstion from ¥r. Jonnson as to why thegse flights were 40 rather
4 thaa 53 wtles off the coast, Colonel Steakley sald that the digtance

relected waw 8 varisble, depending on the purpose of the flight end
other conditions, ‘

. B. Laoyg

Generel Taylor asked 4f anyone cared to reopen this snatrer,
Mr. Gllpatric presented the Defenne position., 1In view of the Soviet
transport =zireraft srand down and the Indications that thz Communists
were at least going through the motions of earrying out the agreewant,
Defense was in favor of not reopening the matter uatil the 75 day
withdriwal pericd was cver and an avaluution hiagd been nmade of the degree
of Conounist compliunce., Jenercl Lemnitzer, while willing to takas the
risx of walting, said he would like to make {t clear that from the
2ilitary point of view 1t vas wost important that we have good informa-
tion on Cersmunist sctivittes. Theaa flivhits are our prine source of
_hard icforzation. The consensus of the Group was that this subfect would
not be vecpened until after the 75 day withdrawal pertod was over, '

AIVAEIT q4od ¥ aIVHED THI HOHJ'I&ODbLOHd

C. Cociflisrhts ¢f Sourh Laopy

.

{1) Caienel Steaklev palnted out that there was one problem -
{n conasction with o flat prohibition on phote flights over Lacs, At r
present, Pi-i0l's busid (o Thatland must overfly the southern panhandle -

: T ]
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enrottye to execute misgsiong in South Vietnam, He proposed that the

wenvrnl policy te woadifled to permit hiph 2lcitude overilights (33,000

fect) tv and tros South Vietnan, by planes based {n Thallacd. Ir was
breught out that the average activity level wus ablut two missions abour -
‘evaery three days, There wousg ggreement thal photo reconnatsgance in
geaeral zuainst guerrilia tarpets ves difficult but that this made it
ali the more lmportant to de all that we cun, These flights are
essentially covert; as current sgreemeats preclude the filing of flight

/T plans for photo aircraft., Hr, Jolnson raid that the Department was
willing to so along with this avtivivy, but felt that tha metter had
1o he revicwed by nigher authority cue to his very evplicit previous
insvructions to the contrary. The Croup's declsion te approve thin
3puhixic exception to the prohibition apainst photo fllgntu over laos
was later reported to higher suthoricy,

(2) 1In discussiug the matter adove, the desirabllity of
redegloying the alrcraft to Scuth Vietnsnm was wmentioned, This matter
, was referred to Defense for-further rramination, It was also recognize
i ' that the South Vietnsmese micht well be viven some indlgenous capsbilloy
for photo reconnalesance. It was elso nuouested that possible Laos
overfiights, after the 75 day perfod had ciapsed, uight well be puc in
the srandurd overfiighct category rarher than being nanszeu as & svparacn

Lionm.

0. The ELINT flights from Thailand were discussed and aporoved
with the understandiag that they would use the specific routes indicated.

1 -y aqvaaa anm HO¥d AdODOLOHJ

E, The Agency's monthly forecast wes revieved and noted, All

of the flights conteined therein had been vreviously approved. General
o Cartor mentioned that there uight be an acditional requirement for '
fltghts over Cuba, :

AdVadIT Q¥o

F. The destroyer survelllance mission DESOTO was discussed and
epproved. It was peinted cut that the ship generally operates 20 wi'es
ffshere, but eloses to 12 miles under certain conditions. The Group
requested that they be Informed L{f any of the various ELINT operatioas

picied np unusual Indications, ,

G. The Group revicwsed certain submarine activition end spproved
them as presented.

2. Resupply of the tocs

” Generel Carter raleed the qusstion of exactly how ¢ pprcval should .
ba obtained {or arws and amzunition resupply missions te the deos. If
‘ was agreed that this was o malter for censultation betwsen the Department

-~

..
H

\ of State and CILA, wnd ceed not be referred to the Group for decision,..

. ,
4

HYW 50835 DocId:32204599 Page 3



3. Soviv:t Sipnal Intallig;v':uce Ships

Tne Grouo considered an outline plan for “ecommunication” with
Cormaunisr crews, TIhoe girersl confensus was that this plan {4 not
fall within the purview of the Speclal Group, It was roferred back

o 03 for further davelonaent, Tha matter will be discunased at a
“tate-Ji35 meeting to be hald in the nzar future. Hr. Gillnatric also
expseised inter.at in geeing a wore datailed develorzent ~f the .on-
cept. o, Bundy polnted cut thot we should be careful whera such
activitie, are pursuved, Generally speaking, they should be limited to
the high sess or {ntcrnational alir space, GCeneral-Carter raised the
point thar this concept should not e scretehed to {nclude defection
operations on land, Thia {3 a highly skilicd operation which reguires
spacial attentfon ard control. The Group took no particular position
for or agalnst the concept in referring 4t back to Dufensc,

The Group reviewed the ! Mr. Johnson gtressed
the necessity for and
also expressed some concerns dbout the possibility of the fadicals
pulltns out prexmaturely and bringing the vovoroment dova,

| they would be awvare cf the future politicsl arranpew
meats which Lt {s frlt would be to the comson interests of Chile and
the United States, The Group approved the recormendation in paragraph

5 on pago 7.

-5, Dominican Fopublic

The Croup noted thie prpef. Cenoral Carter urged tho Departnent
of State to continue to press the interim govermrent on the desiradbility
of holding early elecciona.

- XYVdeIT q¥od ¥ qQIVHED dHI KO¥d Xd0D0ILOH4

Mr. Johnson ssaid that Stete covzurred 1o the gereral thrust of
this paper, but would like to limit the continuation of the proegraa to
a tliree-month period during wiieh time it would Le reviewed in detail by
State end CIA. The Grouvp approved the propoasl with this reservation,

7. Gereral Leanitzer stated thet Mr. MeCone had talled him and posed
\ a possille requivemcnt for low-level photography of critical Cuban
1 targety, Csnernl lemnltzer sald that frow the wilitary potlnt of view
this was feasible, utiliving etther EF=101 or F3U aircraft flown by

e

L
1
i U.S. pllots from various bases or cerrfers in the Caribbesn ares. [

. '
l .
w0 PR . .
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use 2l Cuban nilots wenld iavelve a delay of somc months due to the
precise trafnatrg required, - Genergl Carter polnted out that we are
duvmse s it of overfliphts {n anv case and that the possibilicy

af D piotests should ot dissoade ug from making these flighes

POt e vecessary, {Dowas paiated SOl orhat srter Lyprs 0! nhago-
FTapt o, mnbiv civetul dnopispoincion crazicas targets, dow . not give:
suttilient detetl for precise tdentdtdeat! on of sermaln trpes of equip-

nr t !
mEnl. Aiter sone discussion, the Group aprrvd to take cognizance of
iy matter and reguested tnat e be Teopyr.d gl an Appropridata tioe
whea specific tacgets and {nformation neecs could be identified,

8, Tt vas agreed that the Agency wculd present s peper concerning

Artion Arat-st MNoprli Vietnaw et next week's neeting,
?

% * &k %

~Leneral Tavlior did not have an epportunity to review these minutes
prior to his departure,

gaga(
%t AN N _ B E
s A R L TR
T 2l . '
#, ~ Julian J, Bweil
g - Colonel, USA -
Distrthutioan
T Np, Jonragen
Fro Gilpatric -
Genecal Cavrer :
General Taylor
i T
, i
.
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